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Youth are considered an important human resource of the nation and every state should 
try to utilize them as mediators of economic growth and development. Rural Youth’s 
economic empowerment helps to insure food security and the well being of nations. The 
purpose of the study was an assessment on the challenges and prospects of rural youth 
economic empowerment in Dire Teyara Woreda in Harari Regional state of Ethiopia. 
Standing from this objective, the study was attempted to answer the basic questions of 
What are the current practices of rural youth economic empowerment?, What are the 
challenges in implementing rural youth economic development package?, What are the 
prospects of rural youth economic empowerment?, How can the challenges be addressed 
and appropriately to use prospects to empower youth economy in the study area? The 
study was conducted using descriptive study design. Both quantitative and qualitative 
data collection methods engaged. Quantitative data was collected from 80 beneficiary 
youth organized under job opportunity creation program and qualitative data was 
collected by interview with 10 respondents which of expert of Job Opportunity and Food 
Security Agency, woreda leader and managers in six Kebelles and 3 field observations 
was conducted. After data was collected then edited, coded and enter in to SPPS 
computer software and micro soft Excel as instruments of data entry and data 
interpreting. The analysis was done using descriptive statistics tool (like frequency, 
tables, percentage), data was presented by using graphs and summarizing. The major 
findings are: most of the respondents’ gender was males those are the age category of 
26-29 years and most of them are single with high school education background.  The 
challenges in implementing rural youth economic development package particularly in 
job creation opportunity program challenged by  Limited knowledge and skill in leaders 
and experts, Inadequate Stakeholder integration, Lack of monitoring and evaluating 
practice to implement youth package, Insufficient credit services for youth and Lack of 
local community support.  In addition the study investigated and described the prospect 
of rural youth economic empowerment were long and short term plan in the Job 
Opportunity and Food Security Agency and organizing youth in developing group. And 
also finding of the study are the major Strategies to improve rural youth economic 
empowerment were the government should be strongly introducing youth policies, highly 
monitoring and evaluation in implementing youth development package, good education 
and training that focus to improve rural youth economic empowerment and  improve 
credit service to improve rural youth economic empowerment Finally, the researcher has 
recommended that participation and coordination of all concerned bodies and 
stakeholders are very important in supporting to empower rural youth economically.  

Key word: youth empowerment, Rural Youth, economic empowerment, challenge, 
prospects and job opportunity creation. 
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"The information that Monitoring and Evaluation programs and 

systems generate is critical for raising awareness and promoting a debate about the 

efficiency of public programs and policies. It can empower citizens to hold their 

government accountable.





 “Various states in Nigeria have designed and executed several self-empowerment 

programmes to enhance the economic empowerment of youths. These programmes 

include: Farm Settlement Schemes (FSS) intended to increase commodity output and 

create employment for young school leavers; River Basin Development Authorities 

(RBDAs) for the purpose of harnessing water resources for farmers; Green 

Revolution Scheme (GRS) which encouraged all Nigerians in both urban and rural 

areas to go into agriculture for both commercial and provision of food for home 

consumption; Fadama programme which was initiated in 1992 to enhance food self 

sufficiency, reduce poverty, and create opportunities for employment for youths in 

the rural areas; and Agricultural Development Programmes (ADPs), among others 

(Oyekale, 2011).” 

















Figure 2.2: conceptual framework 

 

 



 

Source: -Designed by researcher based on Literature Review, 2019. 







 

  

 

Source: Designed by researcher, 2019 



 









Source: Carvalho (1984 cited in Zelalem, 2005). 



Carvalho, 1984).

Source: researcher based on sample design, 2019. 





 

Source: Harari Region, Agriculture and development bureau, job opportunity creation 

agency report 2018. 







Table4.1: Analysis of interview and observation. 

Source: field survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.2 genders of respondents. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.3. Marital status of respondents. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure4.4. Age of respondents. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.5 Educational Status of respondents. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.6 annual incomes of respondents. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Table 4.2. Year of job opportunity creation program in service in the Dire Teyara 

woreda. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019.



Figure 4.7 Availability of youth to organize in economic engagement based on their 
preference. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.8 Availability of relevant training and technical support for youth. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.9 Availability of credit service for youth. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.10 Availability of market information and linkage. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.11 support of local leader, experts and stakeholder. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.12 limited knowledge and skill of leader regarding youth economic 
development. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.13. Inadequate stake holder integration. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.14 lack of monitoring and evaluating practice to implement package. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.15 Inadequate training and technical support for youth. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.16 insufficient credit services for youth. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.17 Lack of market information and linkage to rural youth. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.18 Lack of local community support towards the rural youth. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 



Table 4.3: Availability of policy and development package to ensure youth economic 
empowerment. 

Source: own survey, 2019. 



Figure 4.19: Availability of short and long term plans to maintain rural youth economic 
empowerment. 

Source: own survey, 2019. 

Table 4.4: Availability of youth development group in Dire Teyara. 

Source: own survey, 2019. 



Table 4.5: the government in introducing different policies and strategies to empower 
economy of rural youth. 



Table4.6:  The government monitoring and evaluation of rural youth economic 

empowerment particularly in the job creation program. 

Source: own survey, 2019. 



Table4.7: the education and training focus on empowering economy of rural youth. 

Source: own survey, 2019. 

Table 4.8 the arrangement of job opportunity creation office within study area. 

Source: own survey, 2019. 
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